
English 3 AP Summer Reading Guide 
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

 

I. Note from the Teachers:  
 

Click here for a short video message from Mrs. Elliott and Mrs. Prather! 
 
Dear Future AP Language Student,  
 
We are so incredibly excited that you are going to join us on a journey through rhetoric in AP Language and 
Composition. As a start, we suggest you take advantage of the optional summer learning opportunity of reading The 
Great Gatsby and completing an accompanying activity. If you would rather not purchase a copy of the novel, a PDF 
version may be found on either of our school websites. Again, reading the novel is optional; however, it is strongly 
suggested. 
 
Please reach out to either one of us if you have any questions about this summer learning opportunity or the AP 
Language course! In the meantime, have a wonderful rest of the school year and a great summer!  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Elliott and Mrs. Prather  
 
megan.elliott@humbleisd.net & sarah.prather@humbleisd.net  
 

II. Overview:  While The Great Gatsby is often touted as a novel that captures the zeitgeist of the Jazz Age, F. 
Scott Fitzgerald’s argument concerning the American Dream transcends the 20th century. Linking the vibrant Roaring 
Twenties to today, the novel will afford us a wider context for our unit that discusses the current concerns of 
American society.  
 
While the summer reading is optional, it is strongly suggested for several reasons:  

a) We will sometimes make references or connections to the novel. 
b) The opportunity will enable you to exercise your ‘English muscles’ over summer break. 
c) Reading the text will be helpful if you plan to pursue AP Lit. in your senior year. 
d) Besides -- It’s a fun novel! Chances are that you will enjoy it! :)  

 
III. Major Concepts/Skills: The following concepts will help guide your reading and understanding of the novel.  
While The Great Gatsby is a piece of fiction, each of the following concepts focuses on a skill that can translate to 
our study of non-fiction in AP Language. Each concept is connected to an AP Language skill in the notes below. 
 
● Jay Gatsby:  The character of Jay Gatsby is slowly revealed over the course of the novel. Why does Fitzgerald 

structure the revelations of Jay Gatsby’s character in this manner?  
[AP Lang. Connection: This is asking you to consider how the author uses structure and organization to convey a 
message.] 

 
● The American Dream:  The novel makes an argument concerning the American Dream. What is this ‘argument’?  

[AP Lang. Connection: This is asking you to consider how an author can use the genre of  fiction to make an 
argument.] 

 
● Symbols:  Please pay close attention to any symbols that Fitzgerald utilizes in the novel. How do these symbols 

develop his argument? 

https://youtu.be/H0SmWCqVjqc
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[AP Lang. Connection: This is asking you how an author uses ‘devices’ to shape and underscore the larger 
argument.] 

 
● Author’s Style:  Fitzgerald’s writing showcases the use of some of the key stylistic elements we’ll study all year 

such as tone (author’s attitude), diction (word choice), and syntax (sentence structure).  Two of the many 
examples of this is Fitzgerald’s use of long, complex sentences to describe Gatsby in chapter one but use shorter, 
periodic sentences during the argument at the Plaza Hotel. What is the purpose of these choices? 
[AP Lang. Connection: This is asking you how an author uses diction and syntax to create tone and to craft his 
argument.] 

 
● Modern Connection(s):  Although this novel was written almost a century ago, its conversation about America’s 

spirit is still prevalent in our society. In what ways is our contemporary America similar to Fitzgerald’s America? 
Do you agree with his assertion about what America truly is? What is a specific current event that illustrates this 
connection? 
[AP Lang. Connection: This is asking you to craft your own argument in response to an author’s assertion.] 

 

IV. Additional Enrichment Activities: Below are some optional activities that might enrich your study of The 
Great Gatsby. Feel free to pick one or two activities to complete after reading the text. Again, these are optional; 
however, they are wonderful opportunities to practice important skills and ‘dig deeper’ into the text.  
 
Note: Options 1, 2, and 4 focus more specifically on AP Language skills, BUT anytime you spend time writing and deeply 
considering the text is valuable, so do whichever option(s) YOU want to do! 

 

1. Film Study:  
a) Watch: Below are clips from two different film versions of The Great Gatsby. They are both clips of the first 

party Nick attends at Gatsby’s house.  
(Note: While watching, make note of the film elements such as soundtrack, cinematography, and pacing.  
Also, look for the dialogue, characters, and other aspects of the novel.) 

● The Great Gatsby (2013) 
● The Great Gatsby (1974) 

 
b) Consider: Which one is more ‘true’ to Fitzgerald’s novel? Or are they more ‘true’ to the novel in differing 

ways? 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 

2. Current Event Connection:  
a) Research: Find a current event that might connect with the ideas in the novel.  

(Note: Don’t know where to start? Try brainstorming the main topics (ex: wealth inequality, consumerism, 
public personas, etc.) 
 

b) Consider: Compare and contrast Fitzgerald’s society to our own. In what ways has America changed? In 
what ways has it remained the same? 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nMsacoc9DnQ
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DQwN1yAoquQ&t=125s
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3. Personal Response:  
a) Analyze: Which character do you most relate to in the novel? Why? Find a quote that you believe 

represents that character and explain why you connect to him or her.  
 

b) Respond: Write a short response explaining how that quote represents the character and his or her 
connection to you.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

4. Style Analysis:  
a) Analyze: Read the following short passage from The Great Gatsby. How does Fitzgerald use diction, syntax, 

and other literary elements to convey his message? 

     About half way between West Egg and New York the motor road hastily joins the railroad and runs beside it for a quarter 

of a mile, so as to shrink away from a certain desolate area of land. This is a valley of ashes — a fantastic farm where ashes 

grow like wheat into ridges and hills and grotesque gardens; where ashes take the forms of houses and chimneys and rising 

smoke and, finally, with a transcendent effort, of men who move dimly and already crumbling through the powdery air. 

Occasionally a line of gray cars crawls along an invisible track, gives out a ghastly creak, and comes to rest, and immediately 

the ash-gray men swarm up with leaden spades and stir up an impenetrable cloud, which screens their obscure operations 

from your sight. But above the gray land and the spasms of bleak dust which drift endlessly over it, you perceive, after a 

moment, the eyes of Doctor T. J. Eckleburg. The eyes of Doctor T. J. Eckleburg are blue and gigantic — their irises are one 

yard high. They look out of no face, but, instead, from a pair of enormous yellow spectacles which pass over a nonexistent 

nose. Evidently some wild wag of an oculist set them there to fatten his practice in the borough of Queens, and then sank 

down himself into eternal blindness, or forgot them and moved away. But his eyes, dimmed a little by many paintless days, 

under sun and rain, brood on over the solemn dumping ground. 

 
b) Respond: Write a short style analysis that outlines his message and how one of elements mentioned 

above (diction, syntax, or another literary element) help convey his message. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

5. Creative Writing:  
a) Imagine: Based on Fitzgerald’s characterization, what do you believe probably happened to the characters 

after the novel ended? 
 

b) Respond: Write a short letter from one character to another AFTER the novel ends. (Yes, it can be Daisy to 
Gatsby or Tom to Myrtle. The person doesn’t actually have to receive the letter.)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6. Mimic Author’s Style:  
a) Analyze: Reread Fitzgerald’s description of Gatsby’s party from the beginning of chapter three. 

There was music from my neighbor’s house through the summer nights. In his blue gardens men and girls came and went 

like moths among the whisperings and the champagne and the stars. At high tide in the afternoon I watched his guests 

diving from the tower of his raft or taking the sun on the hot sand of his beach while his two motor-boats slit the waters 

of the Sound, drawing aquaplanes over cataracts of foam. On week-ends his Rolls-Royce became an omnibus, bearing 

parties to and from the city, between nine in the morning and long past midnight, while his station wagon scampered like 

a brisk yellow bug to meet all trains. And on Mondays eight servants including an extra gardener toiled all day with mops 

and scrubbing-brushes and hammers and garden-shears, repairing the ravages of the night before. 

 
b) Recreate: Choose a sentence or two from the above passage that you really like. Rewrite that sentence or 

two, but describe a modern party, BUT you have to mimic his style (diction/word choice [think connotation], 
syntax/sentence structure, and tone).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 


